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Must taper for strength
Capped Screw, or Nail 
can be substituted
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Dowel
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Lap Joint

Butt Joints
need screws or dowels

Must consider grain direction
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Carcass Joinery
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Glue only, no screws or dowels
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Carcass Joinery

Halfblind
Dovetail

Miter

StrongWeak

Finger

Extremely Weak

Between 8 and 17 degrees
all same strength

Slotted
Dovetail

Dovetail

Very Strong
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